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Supplementary information related to current business Items 
 
 Item 7.2 Niska Road Bridge and Cultural Heritage Landscape 
  
   Delegations/presentors: 
    

Philip Rowe (R. J. Burnside & Associates Ltd.) 
   Owen Scott (CHC Limited) 

 
Laura Murr 

   Sandy Nicholls 
   Vince Hanson 
   Nicole Abouhalka 
   Marlene Hart 
   Mary Nairn 
   Bhaju Tamot 
   John Hart 
   Dr. Dorothy Griggs 
    
   Correspondance received: 
 

Letter to Heritage Guelph (dated 16 February 2015) from Susan Ratcliffe, 
President of the Guelph/Wellington Branch of the Architectural Conservancy of 
Ontario. 

   



 
 
 
 
 
 
57- 295 Wat er  St r eet ,  
Guel ph,  Ont ar i o N1G 2X5 
Febr uar y 16,  2015.  
 
Her i t age Guel ph,   
Ci t y of  Guel ph 
 
RE:   Her i t age Guel ph agenda i t em:   Ni ska Road Br i dge 
 
The Ar chi t ect ur al  Conser vancy of  Ont ar i o i s an or gani zat i on 
t hat  has advocat ed f or  her i t age pr eser vat i on i n Ont ar i o 
s i nce 1933.   We ar e concer ned t o pr eser ve not  onl y 
r emar kabl e bui l di ngs,  but  al so st r uct ur es,  di st r i ct s and 
l andscapes t hat  have cul t ur al  val ue f or  our  pr ov i nce.   The 
Guel ph and Wel l i ngt on Br anch f ocuses on t hese goal s i n our  
par t i cul ar  ar ea.  
 
I n l i ght  of  t hi s mi ssi on,  I  am wr i t i ng t o expr ess our  
concer n about  t he  
f ut ur e of  t he NI ska Road br i dge and i t s sur r oundi ng 
l andscape.   ACO i s concer ned t hat  t he i ncl usi on of  
$2, 000, 000 i n t he Capi t al  Budget  f or  a r epl acement  of  t he 
br i dge i n 2016,  and t he i ncl usi on of  mor e t han $3, 000, 000 
f or  devel opment  of  a “ Kor t r i ght  Spor t s Compl ex”  i n 2020/ 2021 
means t hat  bot h t he pr esent  br i dge,  t he pot ent i al  Cul t ur al  
Her i t age Landscape and t he consul t at i on pr ocess have been 
ei t her  i gnor ed or  l ost .  
 
Accor di ng t o t he Cul t ur al  Her i t age Eval uat i on Repor t  
pr epar ed by Unt er man McPhai l  Associ at es f or  t he R. J.  
Bur nsi de Envi r onment al  Assessment  St udy:  

I t  i s det er mi ned t hr ough t he appl i cat i on of  t he 
“Cr i t er i a f or  Det er mi ni ng Cul t ur al  Her i t age Val ue” 
under  Ont ar i o Regul at i on 9/ 06 t hat  t he Ni ska Road 
Br i dge i s of  cul t ur al  her i t age val ue or  i nt er est  f or  
desi gn/ physi cal . ,  hi st or i c/ associ at i ve and cont ext ual  
r easons ( p.  22) .  

Thi s concl usi on i s based on assessi ng t hat  t he br i dge meet s 
al most  al l  of  t he eval uat i on cr i t er i a f or  desi gnat i on of  t he 
her i t age r esour ce.  
 
Accor di ng t o t he Ni ska Road Cul t ur al  Her i t age Landscape 
Addendum pr epar ed by cHc Li mi t ed:  

The cul t ur al  her i t age l andscape i dent i f i ed i n t hi s 
r epor t  meet s t he cr i t er i a of  Ont ar i o Regul at i on 9/ 06;  



t hus i t  i s a si gni f i cant  cul t ur al  her i t age l andscape 
( p.  29) ,  

Thi s concl usi on i s based on assessi ng t hat  t he br i dge meet s 
al most  al l  of  t he eval uat i on cr i t er i a f or  desi gnat i on as a 
Cul t ur al  Her i t age Landscape.   We woul d ar gue t hat  t he 
boundar i es of  t he CHL shoul d be br oadened t o i ncl ude t he 
whol e of  t he Speed Ri ver  Val l ey,  especi al l y t he vi ewscapes 
and al l  t he l ands of  t he f or mer  Kor t r i ght  Wat er f owl  Par k,  
but  Scot t ’ s basi c concl usi on i s c l ear  on t he her i t age val ue 
of  t he ar ea.  
 
Gi ven t he above concl usi ons,  as wel l  as t he ext ens i ve 
communi t y consul t at i on about  t he br i dge and t he l and ar ound 
i t ,  ACO/ Guel ph Wel l i ngt on r equest s t hat  Her i t age Guel ph move 
f or war d on t he desi gnat i on of  bot h t he Ni ska Br i dge ( i n 
s i t u)  and i ni t i at e a st udy t o move t owar ds desi gnat i on of  
t he whol e l andscape.  
 
I n t he meant i me,  we wi l l  pur sue r emovi ng f r om t he Capi t al  
Budget  t he amount  budget ed f or  br i dge r epl acement  and spor t s 
f i el ds.   We wi l l  al so ask t hat  t he Gr and Ri ver  Conser vat i on 
Aut hor i t y pr oceed wi t h t he 1982 Mast er  Pl an t o i ncl ude t he 
whol e ar ea i n an expanded Hanl on Cr eek Conser vat i on ar ea.  
 
ACO/ Guel ph Wel l i ngt on f ul l y suppor t s t he wor k of  t he 
Kor t r i ght  Hi l l s  Nei ghbour hood Gr oup,  t he Communi t y Wor ki ng 
Gr oup and t he Speed Ri ver  Her i t age Val l ey Lands Gr oup i n 
t hei r  ef f or t s t o conser ve t hi s i r r epl aceabl e cul t ur al  and 
nat ur al  her i t age ar ea.  
 
Si ncer el y,  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Susan Rat cl i f f e,  

Pr esi dent ,   
Ar chi t ect ur al  Conser vancy Ont ar i o/ Guel ph Wel l i ngt on br anch 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      The past .   Our  pr esent .  Your  
f ut ur e 
 

 
 


