The Corporation of the City of Guelph

Land Ambulance Committee

Wednesday, September 9, 2009, 12:00 noon
A regular meeting of the Land Ambulance Committee was held on Wednesday, September 9, 2009 in Room 1, 138 Wyndham Street North at 12:00 p.m.
Present:  City Councillors:  Bell, Laidlaw and Piper, Mayor Farbridge
County Councillors: McKay, Tosh, Mayor Whitcombe and Warden Ross-Zuj

City Staff in Attendance:  Mr. S. Armstrong, Director of Emergency Services; Mr. S. Smith, Emergency Medical Services Chief; Ms. L. Swanko, Emergency Medical Services Deputy Chief; Ms. M. Neubauer, Acting CAO/Director of Finance; Ms. T. Agnello, Deputy Clerk; and Ms. D. Black, Assistant Council Committee Coordinator.
County Staff in Attendance:  Mr. S. Wilson, CAO; Mr. C. Dyer, Treasurer 





There was no disclosure of pecuniary interest.

1. Moved by Mayor Farbridge
Seconded by Councillor McKay
THAT the minutes of the Land Ambulance Committee meeting held on June 9, 2009 be confirmed as recorded and without being read.










Carried

November Land Ambulance Date

2. Moved by Councillor Bell
Seconded by Mayor Farbridge
Councillor Piper

THAT the November Land Ambulance Committee Meeting be set for Wednesday, November 3, 2009 to be held at the usual time and location.









Carried

Committee Mandate and Charter
3. Moved by Mayor Farbridge

Seconded by Councillor McKay
REPORT


THAT the Land Ambulance Committee Mandate and Charter, as amended, attached as Appendix 1 be approved.








Carried
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Land Ambulance Service – Balancing Coverage
Mr. Armstrong, Director of Emergency Services provided an overview of the land ambulance response times within the County of Wellington and explained the process.
Ms. S. Wilson, a resident of Erin, provided information regarding her experience with land ambulance response times a few years ago.  She urged the committee to get an ambulance placed in the Town of Erin as soon as possible.
Councillor Ken Chapman provided a petition in favour of the residents of the Town of Erin to be provided with ambulance services in line with Provincial guidelines.  He submitted a resolution from the Town of Erin stating that they do not support the report of the Director of Emergency Services dated September 9, 2009.  He believes that the Town of Erin is not being given the same land ambulance service as the other locations within the County.  He does not believe that a tiered response using firefighters is acceptable.  He requested that an ambulance be placed in Erin on a full-time basis.
Councillor Lou Maieron advised that the Town of Erin has been requesting an ambulance for a number of years and that alternative solutions to date have not alleviated the issues.  He does not believe their volunteer firefighters should be responsible for ambulance calls.  He requested an ambulance be placed in Erin as quickly as possible.
4. Moved by Mayor Whitcombe
Seconded by Councillor McKay
REPORT


THAT the report regarding Land Ambulance Service – Balancing Coverage dated September 9, 2009 be received;

AND THAT Wellington County Fire Services continue to receive funding for medical supplies and equipment as necessary to support tiered fire department responses to medical emergencies as part of an overall emergency 1st responder program;

AND THAT the Ontario Association of Fire Chiefs and the Ontario Professional Firefighters Association Discussion Paper, Saving Life in 6.0 Minutes or Less by utilizing the efficiencies of the Ontario Fire Service be received for information;

AND THAT staff be instructed to contact the Ministry of Health and Long Term Care, (MOHLTC), and request that the Central Ambulance Communications Centre dispatch EMS and Fire life saving resources simultaneously in order to improve response times to the patient;
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AND THAT Guelph Wellington Emergency Medical Service and County Fire medical response times are reported to the Land Ambulance Committee on a quarterly basis commencing October 1, 2009.



AND THAT the request for an ambulance in Erin be referred to the City of Guelph 2010 budget process.









Carried

Mayor Farbridge suggested that a public meeting be held in the Town of Erin to provide information regarding Land Ambulance processes.  Mayor Farbridge, will work with Warden Ross-Zuj to arrange the meeting.
Next Meeting: October 14, 2009
The meeting adjourned at 1:23 p.m.
..............................................................

Chair
