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Executive Summary 

 
Guelphôs Termite Management Areas. Guelph has three termite management areas encompassing 

nearly 900 properties on 50 blocks.  Red zone blocks have known termite infestations while blue zone 

blocks are buffer areas. Each block is assigned a sector number (Fig. 1). 

 

Population Suppression. In 2009 measureable progress was made in area-wide termite population 

suppression.   Total termite trap yield in 2009 was 489,810 compared to 705,261 in 2008, indicating a 

30.5% termite population decline.  This trend was consistent across most sectors (Fig. 2).  

 

Management Practices.  Management practices in 2009 included:  monitoring and trapping, 

installation of new traps in the inner blue zone, reductive trapping, nematode treatments, a yard wood 

cleanup weekend, notices of required yard wood removal, inspections for sale of properties, issuance 

of disposal permits, shed treatments, pole treatments, stump and tree removals, and debris clean up 

along the Guelph Junction Rail line and park margins, and specification for chemical treatments on 

several properties.     

 

Pattern of Termite Activity.  The pattern of termite activity remained similar in 2009 to 2008, with 

most activity in the Woolwich management area in the sectors north of Tiffany St. (Fig. 3) and in the 

Emma-Pine area (Fig. 4), while activity in the area south of Tiffany Street and in the Windermere area 

remained minimal and restricted to relatively few properties (Figs. 3 & 5). 

 

Nematode Treatments. Spring and fall nematode treatments were conducted on 154 properties with the 

entomopathogenic nematode species, Steinernema carpocapsae. 

 

Yard Wood Cleanup Weekend.  A large area-wide yard wood cleanup weekend was held on July 17-

20 with 11 bins of material removed.  Five bins were also provided for three smaller cleanups.   In 

total 16 bins and 37.3 tonnes of wood waste were removed in 2009.   This was down from a total of 35 

bins and 62.25 tonnes removed in 2008, indicating a declining need for large scale clean up weekends.  

Thus in the future, bins will be provided only for smaller prescribed cleanup projects. 

 

Notices of Required Wood Removal.  Notices of required wood removal were a new component of the 

program this year.   Notices were sent to an initial group of 43 property owners, mostly for removal of 

mulch, stumps, and infested landscaping ties or trees.   Compliance has generally been good, although 

follow up has been required in many instances.   A second set of notices will be sent in 2010.  

 

Shed Treatments.  Another new component of the program this year was a shed survey and shed 

treatment program.  As a trial run, five infested or at risk sheds were treated in 2009. In 2010, 25 shed 

treatments are planned.  Letters will be sent to selected residents asking for authorization. 

 

Debris Removal and Disposal Permits.  Many property owners participated in ongoing yard wood and 

renovation related debris removal, with 265 disposal permits issued during the 2009 season.   

Additional tree and stump removals were conducted by both private owners and the operations 

department.  Woody debris was also cleaned up along the Guelph Junction Rail line and margins of 

Goldie Mill Park and Herb Markle Park.   
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Chemical Treatments.  Structural infestations were discovered on 15 properties. Chemical treatments, 

at property ownerôs expense, were conducted on at least 12 of these, structural renovations or spot 

treatments on others.  Guelph Hydro installed borate rods in utility poles on 10 properties.   

 

Inner Blue Zone Trap Installations.  Three traps were installed per property on 86 additional properties 

of the inner blue zone to improve capacity for early detection in areas bordering known active sectors.    

 

Newly Detected Areas.  Termites were newly detected in two areas peripheral to existing red zones.  

The first of these was a group of five properties on the west side of the Emma Pine Area.   Termites 

were also detected for the first time on the east side of Sector 10. In both cases, this appears to 

represent improved detection due to better monitoring and awareness within the inner blue zone rather 

than actual termite expansion within the past year. 

 

Experimental Permits.  Applications were submitted for two federal experimental permits to the Pest 

Management Regulatory Agency in 2009.  One permit was for zinc borate as an alternative active for 

Trap-Treat-Release.  A second permit was for Metarhizim anisopliae, a fungal pathogen and agent of 

green muscardine disease of insects.  Several detailed submissions were made related to the permit 

approval process.  In April 2010, a research authorization was approved to use zinc borate. Residents 

will be asked to sign experimental co-operator letters prior to conducting any experimental treatments.  

 

Reclassification and Constriction of some Termite Management Areas.  Continuous inactivity in 

certain areas allows us to begin reclassifying certain areas and to start constricting termite 

management areas.    Thus, sectors 000,  00,  0,  1,  9,  17,  29,  33, 38, 45, and 46, or portions thereof, 

formerly blue, have been reclassified as white zones.  Parts of sectors 2, 22, and 42, previously 

classified as red, but those parts never previously infested, have been reclassified as blue zones.  Parts 

of  sectors  19,  22,  23,  24,  25,  27,  30,  36,  37,  and 42 have been designated as ñcontinuously 

inactiveò, defined as being inactive for three years and more than three properties from any known 

termite activity for three years, indicated by green hatching (Figs. 3 & 5).  The number of traps in 

continuously inactive areas will be reduced to a maximum of five per property, while inner blue zone 

areas will have a maximum of three per property.  The revised termite boundaries and zones for 2010 

are shown in Figure 6.  

 

2009 Report.  As with previous annual reports, the full 2009 report will be posted on the cityôs termite 

website at www.guelph.ca > quick links > termites by early May. 

 

Plans for 2010.  Two half time summer technicians will be hired and start work the second week of 

May. Traps will be refurbished with new cardboard rolls and lids, missing traps will be replaced, and 

traps will be removed or reduced in some reclassified zones from May through June.  Residents will 

be asked to sign authorizations letters as research co-operators prior to conducting termite treatments 

with zinc borate.  Trapped termites will then be treated and released via active traps.    Later in the 

season, letters will be sent to selected residents for required wood removal, or to schedule treatments 

of sheds, fence posts, or retaining walls.  

 

 

 

 

http://www.guelph.ca/
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Figure 1. 2009 boundaries and sector numbers of Guelph termite management areas. 

 

 



4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2. Termites trapped by sector and year (1999-2001 & 2007-2009). 
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Figure 3. Areas of detected termite activity in the Woolwich management area in 2009. 
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Figure 4. Area of detected termite activity in the Emma-Pine management area in 2009. 
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Figure 5. Area of detected termite activity in the Windermere management area in 2009. 
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Figure 6. Revised 2010 boundaries and zones of termite management areas. 

 

 


