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Á The purpose of the May 20 th Statutory Public Meeting is to 
provide a formal opportunity for the public to provide 
verbal and/or written comments to Council on the DRAFT 
Official Plan Update  

Á No decision will be made on the contents of the Draft 
Official Plan at this Statutory Public Meeting

Á The draft Official Plan has been available for public review 
since April 19 th

Á A series of Public Open Houses were held on April 20, 21, 
and 22 

Purpose of Public Meeting
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Á Policy Planning staff will carefully consider the comments 
provided to Council and revise the draft Official Plan, 
where appropriate 

Á The Natural Heritage System policies (i.e. Section 4.1) 
will be brought back to Council for consideration and 
adoption on July 27, 2010

Á If necessary, an additional public meeting before Council 
will be scheduled in late 2010 to receive additional 
comments on the balance of the draft Official Plan

Á The balance of the draft Official Plan will be brought back 
to Council for consideration early in 2011

Public Process
Next Steps
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Comprehensive update to Guelphôs Official Plan in accordance 
with the Planning Act to:

Á Set out the vision for sustainable growth to the year 
2031

Á Ensure consistency with the Provincial Policy Statement

Á Establish a new Natural Heritage System and policies

Á Integrate community energy planning with land use and 
transportation planning

Á Provide a focus on high quality urban design

Á Implement the growth management framework adopted 
as part of Official Plan Amendment No. 39

Á Integrate changes to legislation, Master Plans and 
Studies recently adopted by Council

Envision GUELPH:
Overview
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1. Growth Plan Elements

2. Land Use

3. Downtown

4. Natural Heritage System

5. Development Constraints

6. Staging of Development

7. Road and Rail Network

8. Trail Network

9. Bicycle Network

10. Areas of Potential 
Archaeological Resources

11. Wellhead Protection Areas

Appendices

1. Introduction

2. Strategic Directions

3. Planning Complete and 
Healthy Communities

4. Protecting What is Valuable

5. Municipal Services

6. Community Infrastructure

7. Urban Design

8. Land Use

9. Implementation

10. Glossary

11. Secondary Plans

12. Schedules

CHAPTERS SCHEDULES

Proposed Official 
Plan Organization
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Á Purpose, organization, and explanation of how 
the Official Plan should be read and interpreted

Á Vision, Guiding Principles and Strategic Goals 
of the Official Plan set out up front

Introduction (1) and
Strategic Directions (2)
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ÁFramework to manage sustainable growth to 
the year 2031 (as adopted through OPA 39):

ü Planning for a target population of 
175,000 by 2031 (increase of 54,000)

ü Planning for an additional 32,400 jobs by 
2031

ü Promoting a steady growth of 1.5%

ü Accommodating projected population and 
employment growth within the City 
boundary

Creating Complete and 
Healthy Communities (3)
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Á Focus on creating a ócomplete communityô that 
meets peopleôs needs for daily living 
throughout an entire lifetime

Á Focus on designing healthy and active 
communities

Á Focusing growth and intensification within 
Downtown, Community Mixed Use Centres, 
Neighbourhood Mixed Use Areas, Mixed Use 
Corridors and along transit routes, including 
along the Guelph Junction Railway

Á Established intent to define the Natural 
Heritage System where development would be 
prohibited in accordance with the PPS 

Creating Complete and 
Healthy Communities (3)
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Natural Heritage System 

Á Natural Heritage System replaces Core and Non -core 
Greenlands of current Official Plan 

Á Identification of Significant Natural Areas for 
permanent protection (e.g. ANSI, Significant Habitat 
of Endangered and Threatened Species, Significant 
Wetlands, Surface Water and Fish Habitat, 
Significant Woodlands, Significant Valleylands , 
Significant Landform, Significant Wildlife Habitat 
including Ecological Linkages, and Restoration Areas  

Á Natural Areas identified for future study (e.g. 
Other Wetlands, Cultural Woodlands, Habitat of 
Significant Species)

Protecting 
What is Valuable (4)
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Protecting 
What is Valuable (4)

Significant Natural Areas

Á Development and alteration not permitted except               
passive uses, such as trails, education and 
scientific research, fish and wildlife management

Á Essential transportation and utilities may be 
permitted within Ecological Linkages, Significant 
Landform and Significant Valleylands

Á Renewable Energy systems may be permitted in 
Significant Valleylands and Restoration Areas

Á Wells and underground water storage permitted in 
Significant Landform

Á Minimum buffers required to most Significant   
Natural Areas  
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Protecting 
What is Valuable (4)

Natural Areas

Á Development and Site alteration may be 
permitted subject to site specific EIS and 
demonstration of no negative impact

Á Requirement for tree and shrub inventory

Á Protection of existing trees in cultural woodlands 
over 10 cm dbh /Vegetation Compensation Plan/or 
cash in lieu  

Á Details of Vegetation Compensation Plan and cash 
in lieu will be addressed through Urban Forest 
Management Plan
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Protecting 
What is Valuable (4)

Natural Heritage System 

Á Polices relating to wildlife crossings, urban 
woodlands, pollinator habitat, monitoring and 
stewardship

Á Encourages protection of plantations, hedgerows, 
and individual trees which are not part of the 
Natural Heritage System 

Á Urban Woodlands ïplantations, woodlands > 1 
ha, hedgerows and individual trees subject to 
Vegetation Compensation Plan

Á Establish urban tree canopy target of 40%  
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Protecting 
What is Valuable (4)

Water Resources

Á Water resources policies revised to reflect the PPS 
and Clean Water Act 

Á Establish policies to protect, restore or improve 
municipal water supplies, and vulnerable and 
sensitive surface water and groundwater features

Á Identify well head protection areas (Schedule 11) 
to facilitate provincial funding for removal of 
threats associated with existing septic systems 
and wells 

Á Prohibit underground chemical and fuel storage
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Protecting 
What is valuable (4)

Energy

Á Reflect the provisions of the Green Energy 
and Economy Act which streamlines approval 
process for renewable energy systems that 
generate electricity  - i.e.,  no longer subject 
to land use planning approval  

Á Implement Community Energy goals through 
renewable and alternative energy systems, 
sustainable transmission, district energy, 
efficiencies, conservation, transportation and 
urban form
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Energy 

Á Integration of Community Energy goals and 
targets within the Official Plan

Á Sustainable building design and site requirements

Á Promotion of local renewable and alternative 
energy systems

Á Promotion of district energy and introduction of 
energy density as an input to the land use 
planning process

Á Focus on energy and water conservation 

Á Demonstration of corporate leadership regarding 
energy conservation and sustainable design

Protecting 
What is valuable (4)
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